Abstract: Records of species of the family Limoniidae from Azerbaijan are presented. A total of 16 species are listed. Of these, 5 species represent the first records from Azerbaijan, viz. Pseudolimnophila (Pseudolimnophila) melanura Savchenko, 1984, Cheilotrichia (Empeda) minima (Strobl, 1898), Molophilus (Molophilus) crimensis Savchenko, 1976, Rhabdomastix (Rhabdomastix) filata Starý, 2004, and Rhabdomastix (Rhabdomastix) hirticornis (Lackschewitz, 1940). The species richness of the limoniid fauna in Azerbaijan is increased to 97 species by this paper.
Introduction
The family Limoniidae is one of the most species-rich families of the Diptera. Like other Tipulomorpha, the adults are slender flies with elongate, rather narrow wings and very long legs. Adult Limoniidae may be diagnosed by certain peculiarities in the structure of the thoracic sclerites and the male terminalia. The larvae usually occur in water, in waterlogged soil, under damp leaf mould, in decaying wood, fungi, or similar substrates. A few genera, or individual species, live in hygropetric situations and feed on algae. A considerable proportion of the larvae are phytosaprophagous (including the saproxylic species), mycetophagous or predatory. Like their larvae, the adults are predominantly associated with moist environments and are usually found in low vegetation alongside streams, lakes and other water bodies, in swamps and marshes of various types, in damp forests, and similar habitats (Starý 2009) .
Of the 2129 species-group taxa known to occur in the Palaearctic Region, 1115 species are listed in the West Palaearctic region (Oosterbroek 2017).
Transcaucasia (Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan) is among less-investigated territories, as far as the family Limoniidae is concerned (Oboňa et al. 2016) . The territory occupies the southern slopes of the Great Caucasus and the mountains and plateaux as far south as the Turkish and Iranian borders. Savchenko (1971 Savchenko ( -1989 and Savchenko et al. (1992) contributed considerably to the knowledge of the local fauna and summarized his results in a comprehensive study (Savchenko 1989) dealing with the fauna of the former USSR. Faunal records from all relevant publications are registered in the Catalogue of the Craneflies of the World (Oosterbroek 2017). A total of 92 species of Limoniidae have been recorded from Azerbaijan previous to this paper.
Material and methods
Samples were collected by sweep-netting (light trapping only on site 8) from vegetation along streams and lakes by the second author (LH) and preserved in 75% ethanol. A list of 13 sampling sites, with coordinates and altitudes, is given in Tab. 1. (see also Fig. 1 ). The material is deposited in the collection of the first author (JS) who also identified the species. Some specimens were dried and mounted on points in the course of the study. The male terminalia, if necessary, were prepared by boiling in a solution of 10% KOH and preserved in glycerine in a sealed plastic tube pinned with the appropriate specimen after examination. Classification, nomenclature, and distribution for individual species are given as summarized by Oosterbroek (2017). Altogether 92 species of Limoniidae were previously known to occur in Azerbaijan (Oosterbroek 2017). Our records increase the number of Limoniidae of Azerbaijan to 97 species.
